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Wed 30th March & Friday 1st April  

9.30 - 4pm. 

Saturday 2nd April 9.30 - 2pm. 

Where: At Aradia Blue On Walpole. 

Furniture, crockery, wood work. 

giftware and more! 

Come and grab a bargain.  

Come and grab a special item. 

98401953 

Relocation Sale 

The Walpole CRC is seeking a person to 

provide Tax Help in 2016.  

Tax Help is a network of ATO-trained and 

accredited community volunteers who 

provide a free and confidential service to 

help people complete their tax returns online 

using myTax.  

This free service is offered by appointment  

only and training is provided by the 

Australian Taxation Office. 

Tax Help is available in all capital cities and 

many regional areas across Australia.  

Tax Help is available from July to October.  

If you are able to assist please contact  

Dallas Parkes on 9840 1395. 

Remembering Joe Bax: 1917-2016 

Pictured Joe Bax. Photo courtesy D. Burton. 

By Lee Hunter, WNDHS 
 
Joe Bax was the son of James and Elizabeth Bax who 
came to WA from England in 1913.   
 Joe was born on 25th February, 1917.  His mother 
died in November. Joe was cared for by Alice Strauss 
and her five children.  

 In 1918 his father married Alice. Joe went to school 
in Fremantle and showed a talent for singing. 
 In 1930 James went to Walpole for the Land 
Settlement Scheme.  He set up a camp and returned for 
Joe and Joe’s bike, for an axe and tools. Three days a 

week they cleared roadsides for 5/- (50c) per chain for 
James and nothing for Joe. 
 They moved back to Main Camp (Walpole) in 1931. 
James wanted a block and eventually chose Block 

10226, which was not balloted, 12 miles north of 
Walpole on the corner of Hull and Hunter Roads.  
 After enduring a cold, wet winter and fleas and flies 
in summer, they were given iron, and later, 
floorboards, to build a shack.  Joe had his bike and the 
Government provided a horse and cart which was 
debited to their bank. 
 They spent their time ringbarking, burning, 

mattocking ferns and sword grass, ploughing and 
seeding, raising chooks, growing vegetables, trapping 

possums and wallabies and building fences. Alice and 
her daughter Maud arrived but stayed only six weeks.  
 Joe, nearly 16, owned nothing but a few clothes and 
no money, but he had developed a love of the forest.  
However, in December 1932 James and Joe walked off 
the block and Joe ended up on a farm at Bruce Rock. 
He later went harvesting with his father. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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 In 1933 James returned to a new Block 10205, in 

North Walpole. Now divorced, he had married Irene.  
A son was born later in the year. Life was one of 

clearing, fencing, cows, pigs and a car. In 1935 James 
walked off this block as well, and returned to Perth 
with Irene and the baby. 
 In the meantime, Joe had gone fencing for £40  
($80) per month. He took over Block 10208, next to 
Coopers’ farm.  
 In 1936 he met and married Ethel M. Blechynden, 
who had been a cook and waitress at Tinglewood 
Lodge.  Joe received £2.10.0 ($5) per week in 

sustenance money to live on. He slowly built up a herd 

of five cows and one bull and sent cream to the Butter 
Factory. 
 During the 1937 Big Fire, Joe’s property was saved 
by a strip of land he had burnt earlier, despite his 
neighbour’s complaints. That poor man lost everything 
in the fire. 
 In January 1938 Joe and Elizabeth’s son William 
(Bill) was born. Joe had 50 acres of cleared land; they 
went to dances at Central Hall; Joe sang in public. By 

April 1939 their bank debt was £250 ($500) so they 
decided to sell up. The new owner cleared their debts 

for them. 
 Joe and Ethel moved to Manjimup. Joe had an 
accident while laying railway sleepers for Bunnings 
but took a job as Tailer at Nyamup Mill. He then 
worked the Rip-bench for ten years. His daughter, 
Diane, was born in 1942 and son, Jim, in 1947. 
 In 1951, after twelve years in Manjimup, the Bax 

family moved to Denmark. Joe worked as Big 
Benchman in Whittakers new mill for nine years. He 
took his children to Perth to meet his step-mother, 
Alice, before she died in 1951.  It was a happy reunion. 

In 1952 his father died.  Joe had seen him twice only 
since 1936. While living in Denmark, Joe bought a 
cleared a block. 
In 1960, Joe and Ethel moved to Katanning. Joe joined 
the Post Office and delivered mail on his bike. Joe was 
still singing when, 20 years later, they moved again to 

Busselton. Sadly, Ethel died in 1990. By 2005 Joe had 
lost his mother, his step-mother, two sons and a wife, 
all of whom meant so much to him. He moved to 
Albany in his nineties to be near Diane. 
 When Joe wrote his book, ‘Elsie’s Creek and 

Beyond’, he was indignant that the sign on the road 
reads ‘Elsie’s Brook’ as it was “always known as 
Creek”.  Joe donated a collection of photos to the 
Historical Society, of which he was a member.   

 Over the years he returned to Walpole to visit and 
for significant events, including the Land Settlement 
Scheme’s 85th Anniversary in 2015.  
 Joe loved Walpole and its forests for every one of 
his 85 years away from Perth. 
 Farewell Joseph Thomas Bax, 99 years well-lived. 
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